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. five of the people killed, and mne ol' the -

- most important, how future Jonesboros

E why doesn't she just léave?”.V
- tolerate when we don't put a fac€ on our victims, when it
- doesn t become too real and possibly too l'armhar -
llxswncally, we’ have tolerated vrolence dxrecled lc»

Somewhere these boys leamed that
violence is a tool for assertmg
anger. . . and thatit’s acceptable

to durect it toward female peers

BY EUGENE M HYMAN
HE EVENTS that occurred at
Jonesboro,: Ark,, have been the
subject of conversation by every-
one, everywhere. Santa Clara County Su-
perior Court’s familylaw division —- -
where 1 work deciding divorce, cluld{usn
tody and domesticviolence restraining-,
order cases — is no exception. Even judg-~
es who deal with volatile and violent situ-,
ations on a daily.basis are finding the
events in Arkansas surreal, unp0551ble to.
imagine or comprehend. - - --
But there's a missing component t0'
much of the discussion: the fact that Jall.

10 wounded, were female. .-

The nightmare of Jonesboro was ex- i
treine, but it was a nightmare that has o¢-
curred previously over the years: in Cana-_
da, Stockton and most recently in Pearl,
Miss., and Paducah, Ky. The media have i
concentmted on some possible causes of °
this violence, but we need a better expla-
nation and-a greater. undérstanding of
what has happened, why it happened and, -

can be prevented. :-

“In an effort to find explanauons tho
media-have pomted to a violent’ South
widespread a\ml.ablhty of. weapons oo -
many graphic movies, bad parenting, lax™ -
juveniles and a breakdown of the family. -

1 seriotisly doubt any one of the above factors or evén -

all of them togethér, is “the cause.” I've.been working
with family-related problems for more than 20 yearsasa -
police officer, as an  attomey and, for the past seven years,
as a judge. And I am constantly amazed and dxsrllusroned

- atthe amount of \1olenee prmenl ('vorywhore in our com-

mluuty
-Our socxoecononuc etandmg, race, ago and othor con- -

siderations don’t make us immune, We have come 10 ex-

pect and, in sorie situations, even tolerate violence. In
many instances, we accept ncumblammg behavior such
as “she was dressed like a tramp or “if it's 5o horrible,
Yiolence is much easier to

Two gnrls mourmng in Jonesboro Ark Forgonen in the drs
is the facr lhat lhe male perpetrators vrcums and intended

Like many of America’ s boys, Andrew Golden Ieamed early about guns

Don't overlook gender m

ward what used to be consrdered propeny women, chxl-
_dren and slaves. Now we no longer have slavery, and we
have made - great ‘strides in’ reducing vidlence . against
women and children: ‘targeting gang violence on school
- playgrounds and street comers, mcreasmg polrce effons
;tofight drug- -related violence..” -

From a cultural perspectwe though, we still have a way
lo go if we wish to stop violence toward womeh.

We need to target ‘gender-related violencé with the
same’ commitment and resources we have directed to-
ward other vrolence that pérvades our cities~ In Jones-
boro, we know that all those slain were female, that the
lollers were male and that at least one of the accused was
~angry toward a young girl who apparently | reJected arela-
" ~tionship with him. This vrolent behavior mimics the adult

vrolenco lhat oﬂen occurs m the fanuly home, ‘and lately,'

" in the workplace -2
“Somewhere; these boys leamed \no
lence is an eﬁ'ecnve tool for asserting an--

_ 50 leaned it's acceptable to direct-anger. -
~and asertrons of power toward fem.ale
peers

riencing overwhelming feelings of power-
- lessness, anger, and hurt, and that they re

cultural acceptance’ and perhaps “family

acceptable targets of lhat behavxor Hate
. got focused there. - =
. -Jonesbord is an extreme example of a
speclmm of gender-driven“behavior that "
“} - exists in many-different forms in’ schools -
_ around ‘the ‘country. This is nof the first™
- place or time that girls and women_have’
“been the pnncxpal victims of violence and
gender-related crimes. School districts find
it legally necessary’ to have sexual-harass-
_ ment policies that address student conduct
* precisely because gender-related incidents
-affecting students of all agesare no stmng-

* er to school campuses. _.
<This is not a definitive evcplanahon oran

= -MERCURY NEWS FILE PHOTOS - “swer for what happened in Jonesboroor at -
cussion of the shooting™ the other schools hit by mass violence. No -
targets were female

~ research exists to explain these homble in-:
. cidents in a meaningful or reliable vray
"‘There are no sure arid quick answers. -
But we must continue to try harder to teach our chil-
_dren that there is'a better w way to solve our many personal
problems than violence. We must more dxhgently teach .
_children, beguuung at a young age, that — despite what

“théy might see in their home and in their conm\pruhes at -

large — it is unaccéptable to victimize womer.
Larger-than-life” events such’ as Jonesboro present us’.
N Wlth an’ unfortunate opportumty to explore ‘solutions to
violence and to examine our comununity's problems in_
new, intelligent ways. T can only hope our focused exami-

‘nation of this tragedy produces improvements toward un- K
“derstanding and dealing with these very reallife i xssues — -

bcrore another surreal headhne appears. n-

Eugerw ‘M. Hyman is a Superwr Caurt ]udge in Santa
-Clara (‘mmly Herote this article for Pers‘;xzctzm

_ ger and control. Somewhere, these boys al-_ -

‘Who can doubt that the boys were expe~ -

. " sponded by hurting and trying to control -
! Z - people around them? For many reasons — -

- history among them ~—.girls became the ° ’

® A

A
of U ¢

helps Ny

R

IN CRVT B

N

hin

(l/n O /r N

I

SU RNV E

DS, Wichout

H
3
H
§

RF(‘II\IQ HE




